Wilmette Park District
Parks & Recreation Committee Meeting
Tuesday, August 28, 2018
6:30 p.m. – Mallinckrodt Community Center

AGENDA
I.

Meeting Called to Order:
Members of Committee:
Commissioner Abbott, Chair
Commissioner Olvany
Commissioner Foster

Staff:
Superintendent Kathy Bingham
Superintendent Jerry Ulrich

II.

Approval of Minutes
A. July 9, 2018

III.

Communications and Correspondence
A. Emails Regarding Langdon Park Renovation

IV.

Recognition of Visitors

V.

New Business
A. Bid Recommendation for Fitness Equipment
B. Bid Recommendations for Langdon Park
C. Park Permit
• Friends of Thornwood – September 9, 2018

VI.

Managers’ Reports

VII.

Unfinished Business
A. Langdon Park Update

VIII.

Adjournment

If you are a person with a disability and need special accommodations to participate in and/or attend a
Wilmette Park District meeting, please notify the Director’s Office at 847-256-6100.
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Wilmette Park District
Policy for Public Comment
The Board of Park Commissioners, in its regular or special meetings, is a deliberative
body assembled to make decisions on new and pending matters affecting the District.
Park Board and Committee meetings are meetings held in public, not a public meeting.
The Board invites both oral and written communications from its residents.
To facilitate the conduct of Board/Committee meetings, the following procedures will be
followed:
1. A section of each regular meeting is set aside for public comment and will be
noted on the agenda as “Recognition of Visitors.”
2. During the “Recognition of Visitors” agenda item, audience members should
raise their hands and be recognized by the President/Chairperson prior to
speaking.
3. When recognized by the President/Chairperson, each audience member should
identify themselves and limit speaking to no more than three (3) minutes, unless
additional time is granted by the President/Chairperson.
4. Questions are to be directed to the entire Board/Committee.
5. Park Board members may, by addressing the President/Chairperson, interrupt a
presenter to obtain clarification and/or further information.
6. A Board/Committee meeting is not a forum for complaints against individual
employees. Such matters are handled by directly contacting the Executive
Director. Complaints against the Executive Director should be handled by directly
contacting the President of the Board of Park Commissioners.
7. During presentation and discussion of agenda items, the President/Chairperson
will not recognize speakers in the audience unless the Board/Committee desires
additional information from an audience member.
8. When addressing the Board/Committee, all persons permitted to speak shall
confine their remarks to the matter at hand and avoid personal remarks, the
impugning of motives, and merely contentious statements. If any person
indulges in such remarks or otherwise engages in conduct injurious to the civil
discourse of the Board/Committee and the meeting, the President/Chairperson
may immediately terminate the opportunity to speak. This decision is at the
discretion of the President/Chairperson or upon the affirmative vote of two-thirds
(2/3) of the park board commissioners present.
9. Any person, except a member of the Board, who engages in disorderly conduct
during a meeting, may be ejected from the meeting upon motion passed by a
majority of the Board present.

Approved July 9, 2018
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WILMETTE PARK DISTRICT
Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes
Monday, July 9, 2018
5:45 p.m. – Village Hall Meeting Room
Attendees Present
Commissioners/Committee: Chair, Brian Abbott, Stephanie Foster, John Olvany
Staff: Kathy Bingham, Jerry Ulrich
Commissioners: Gordon Anderson and John Olvany
Staff: Director Steve Wilson, Jeff Groves, Carol Heafey
Attendees Absent
None
I.

Meeting Called to Order
Meeting called to order at 5:45 p.m.

II.

Approval of Minutes
A. Commissioner Olvany moved and Commissioner Foster seconded a motion to
approve the minutes of the June 19, 2018 Lakefront Committee; all voted yes,
the motion carried.

III.

Recognition of Visitors
The Attendance Sheet will become part of the permanent record.
20 individuals spoke at the meeting and the overwhelming sentiment was in favor
of the playground design. In addition, many commented on a desire to upgrade
the port-o-potties and add more attractive screening of the toilets.

IV.

Communications and Correspondence
Superintendent Bingham mentioned the two new emails, not in the meeting packet,
attached to the agenda, for the Committee’s consideration. Both were in regard to
the Langdon Park playground.
The Committee acknowledged the emails in the packet regarding the Langdon
Park Playground.

V.

New Business
None

VI.

Unfinished Business
A. Langdon Park Design
Superintendent Bingham reported on the public meeting held June 27th at
Langdon. We received good feedback and made some adjustments based on
Page 1 of 2
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Parks & Recreation Committee Minutes
July 9, 2018

the feedback. The new plan fits inside the existing walkway. Superintendent
Ulrich reported that one tree would need to be moved in the park.
The Committee discussed the feedback received for the past several months
and after discussion, they approved the Langdon Park designs as presented;
specifically option A. The Committee also directed staff to look into options for
better port-o-potties and screening.
VII. Manager’s Report
Carol Heafey (Program Manager) reported on the following topics:
 July 3rd/4th festivities went very well, large crowds and great weather
 There were 351 participants in all races on the 4th
 Surveys will go out to all race participants
 2nd session of camps begins July 16th
 Rec camps are at 4,145
 1st 2 concerts at the Wallace Bowl were rained out
 The ABBA tribute band has been rescheduled for August 24th
 Our summer musical Footloose begins July 12th and will run for 3 weekends
Jeff Groves (Facilities Manager) reported on the following topics:
 Yoga on the beach has begun on Saturday mornings with 37 enrolled
 FUSION camp session I had 87 enrolled, session II has 77
 Gymnastics camp has 56 in session I
Superintendent Bingham reported that the open water swim will take place
Saturday, July 14th. Commissioner Olvany reported that the Ouilmette Foundation
had a very successful golf outing.
VIII. Adjournment
There being no further business to conduct, the Parks and Recreation Committee
meeting was adjourned at 6:51p.m.

Minutes Approved on: ____________________________

___________________________
Committee Chair

___________________________
Department Head

Page 2 of 2
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker
FW: Langdon Park Appeal
Wednesday, August 08, 2018 8:04:24 AM

Parks and Rec Packet.
From: Philip Serwich <pserwich@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 7, 2018 3:15 PM
To: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>; Shelley Shelly <sshelly@wilpark.org>; Bryan Abbott
<babbott@wilpark.org>; Stephanie Foster <sfoster@wilpark.org>; Ryrie Pellaton
<rpellaton@wilpark.org>; Gordon Anderson <ganderson@wilpark.org>; John Olvany
<jolvany@wilpark.org>; Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>; Jerry Ulrich <julrich@wilpark.org>
Cc: Beth Beucher <bbeucher1@gmail.com>; Tom Scanlan <tscanlan@surplusrecord.com>
Subject: Langdon Park Appeal

To The Board of Commissioners of Wilmette Park District
Re: Langdon Park Redevelopment Plan
It is most important to recognize that this is a relatively small park and that subsequently small
is good and big is going to overload the area. Please revise the redevelopment plan in the
following ways;
1. Do not widen the sidewalks.
2. Use asphalt instead of concrete for sidewalk surfaces.
3. Do not extend the scope of the sidewalks to the far northeast and southeast or near the
bluff.
4. Address the roadway and gate issues.
Widening the walkways to 6 feet and increasing its scope to the northeast and southeast
corners will result in more concrete than the park can handle. The effect will be to have an
oversized 6 foot wide roadway encircling a more prominent playground area and
consequently much less grassed area. This should not be our objective. Building the walkways
any nearer to the bluff than currently exists may result in significant unintended damage to
the bluff should the lake water continue to rise. The use of asphalt instead of concrete as
sidewalk surfaces will minimize impact of the walkways and provide a better contrast within
the park. Following more closely the existing path outline may be a more practical plan.
These revisions will save money. Bigger or wider is not necessarily better.
The most prominent eye sore of the park centers on the iron gate and the gravel-mud road
from the street heading down to the beach. The best solution may be to dig out the road and
grass it over and construct a wooden fenced entrance as is in place at the north entrance.
Replace the iron gate with removable barricade stumps (maybe like wooden tree stumps) to
prevent traffic from entering but allowing equipment entry when required. Not very
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expensive. No costly materials. Increases the grassed area.
Please consider this appeal while making your final plans for Landon Park.
Thank you,
Phil Serwich, Beth Beucher, Tom Scanlan
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker
FW: Langdon
Wednesday, August 08, 2018 8:04:36 AM

Parks and Rec Packet.
-----Original Message----From: John Olvany
Sent: Tuesday, August 7, 2018 10:37 PM
To: Liz Van Horn <vanhornliz423@gmail.com>
Cc: Bryan Abbott <babbott@wilpark.org>; Bryan C. Abbott <abbottownersrep@aol.com>; Kathy Bingham
<kathybingham@wilpark.org>; Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Re: Langdon
Liz
I’ll pass your comments along to Committee Chair and add to our packet for the upcoming meeting.
Thanks
John J. Olvany
847-612-0882 (mobile)

> On Aug 7, 2018, at 9:33 PM, Liz Van Horn <vanhornliz423@gmail.com> wrote:
>
> Please, no concrete for the walkway. Use a semi porous material that will allow water penetration.
>
> Liz Van Horn
> President's Club
> COLDWELL BANKER
> Winnetka, Il.
>
> Liz.vanhorn@cbexchange.com
> 847-702-9686
>
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker
Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
FW: Langdon Park Redevelopment Project
Wednesday, August 08, 2018 2:52:40 PM

From: Amy Wolfe
Sent: Wednesday, August 8, 2018 1:17 PM
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Redevelopment Project

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Susanna Epp <susanna.s.epp@gmail.com>
Date: August 8, 2018 at 5:50:40 PM GMT+2
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <sshelly@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <rpellaton@wilpark.org>, <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
<jolvany@wilpark.org>, Helmut Epp <helmutepp@yahoo.com>
Subject: Langdon Park Redevelopment Project
Dear Members of the Board of Commissioners of Wilmette Park District,
We very much appreciate the work you are doing to improve the playground at
Langdon Park and know our neighbors with young children will be happy with
the new equipment and playground base material. We older folks will also enjoy
seeing more children at play and the park put to good use .
We are dismayed, however, at the plan for Option A, which calls for a large, wide
concrete walk surrounding the play area, and we hope you will revise the plan so
that the walk is not widened and its scope is not extended. We also much prefer
asphalt rather than concrete for sidewalk surfaces because it blends more
aesthetically with grass, and we hope you will keep the grassy area as large as
possible to promote the natural feeling of the park. If possible, it would also be
desirable to Improve the look of the road access to the beach to enhance the
overall attractiveness of the project.
Yours sincerely,
Susanna and Helmut Epp
808 Ashland Ave
Wilmette, IL 60091
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park Option A
Friday, August 17, 2018 2:54:41 PM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/17/18 2:43 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Option A

Begin forwarded message:
From: Susanna Epp <susanna.s.epp@gmail.com>
Subject: Langdon Park Option A
Date: August 17, 2018 at 1:29:32 PM CDT
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <sshelly@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <rpellaton@wilpark.org>, <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
<jolvany@wilpark.org>, Helmut Epp <helmutepp@yahoo.com>
Dear Members of the Wilmette Park District Board,
We care very much about the future of Langdon Park and had thought seriously
about attending the meeting in the park on April 11, 2018, but it seemed
unnecessary because we thought the purpose was simply to discuss the upgrades
to the playground, which we favored. Had we known that plans included adding a
significant amount of concrete to the park, along with a correspondingly
significant decrease in the natural environment, we would have taken the meeting
much more seriously and attended it to voice our opposition. The fact that these
changes will cost much more than simply improving the play space makes them
all the more an inexplicable and unnecessary burden on Wilmette taxpayers.
We sincerely urge you to revise Option A so that the walk is not widened and its scope is not
extended. We also much prefer asphalt rather than concrete for sidewalk surfaces because it blends more
aesthetically with grass, and we hope you will keep the grassy area as large as possible to maintain the natural
feeling of the park.
Yours truly,
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Susanna and Helmut Epp
808 Ashland Ave
Wilmette, IL 60091
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker
Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
FW: Langdon Park Renovation
Wednesday, August 08, 2018 2:53:04 PM

From: Amy Wolfe
Sent: Wednesday, August 8, 2018 1:18 PM
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: NHL <nlibby@comcast.net>
Date: August 8, 2018 at 4:33:29 AM GMT+2
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <sshelly@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <rpellaton@wilpark.org>, <ganderson@wilpark.org>
Cc: <jolvany@wilpark.org>
Subject: Re: Langdon Park Renovation
All,
Since i'm not a Wilmette resident, i guess i don't have much say-so in this matter,
but i will say this: your repeated attempts to "renovate" or "improve" the Wilmette
lakefront is misguided and a waste of taxpayer money... But, actually i do have a
stake at what happens to OUR Lakefront.... I've been going to The Lake since i
was a kid back in the early 70's...my parents even bought me a Wilmette beach
token even though we lived in Skokie.... Later on, from the late 70's thru the early
2000's, Langdon Park/beach was my go-to beach....until you decided to slap an
entrance fee on it... In my opinion, the Wilmette shoreline, from Langdon to the
harbor, is THE BEST stretch of beach (and shoreline parkland) in the entire
state...hands down... Why? Because it's an unbroken, groin/sheet pilingfree, relatively underdeveloped, and fine sanded stretch of beach found nowhere
else in Illinois..... So, WHY ON EARTH would you want to ruin it????
Below is my reply to Ms. Beth Beucher...
Regards,
Neil Libby (East Glenview)
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Why can't they just leave well enough alone?!?!?
Luckily they didn't put that stupid beach house in the bluff a few
years ago---with the lake so high (duhhh, did they really think it was
going to stay at record lows forever???), it would've been a
DISASTER.
Langdon park is FINE the way it is.... In fact, it used to be more wild
on the southeast side....i was disappointed when they cut all the trees
and put a lawn in there...
If anything, update the tot lot, maybe rework the sandbar with
limestone reefs to slow down erosion (maybe something like lake
forest, but not as bold and obvious), get those UGLY cement rip rap
blocks out of there once and for all and LEAVE THE UPPER PARK
ALONE!!!
Best regards,
Honorary resident, Neil Libby (East Glenview---a stone's throw from
the RR tracks)
PS--maybe the Village of Wilmette can do something about the
Loyola students parking all over my street.

On Aug 7, 2018, at 8:43 PM, savewilmettelakefront wrote:

August 7, 2018
As a Wilmette resident, and a person who has expressed
concern for saving and preserving Wilmette's Lakefront
areas, we feel it is incumbent to advise you of the
Wilmette Park District's (WPD) redevelopment plan for
Langdon Park. While the plan only pertains to the upper
part of the park area, the effect of the proposed
construction could impact the bluff area, and thus, the
beach at Langdon. While we are not opposed to
improving the "TOT LOT" aspect of the park, we believe
that the WPD's sole focus on renovations in Langdon as
a "TOT LOT" program is misguided and harmful.
The plan, "Option A," has sent out to bid by the WPD.
They intend to proceed with construction in September
2018. Click here to view "Option A."
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Renovation/Langdon Park/Option A.pdf
We have raised our concerns with the WPD and have
asked them to make revisions that would allow for:
1. preserving the green space ratio that currently exists in
the park;
2. preventing harm to the park by eliminating a proposed
6 foot wide circular concrete path which would extend
into new areas: the Northeast and Southeast corners of
the park along the bluff;
3. improving access into the park and the path to the
beach; and
4. using less costly materials to update the paths and
playground equipment.
We ask that you contact the WPD Board of
Commissioners IMMEDIATELY, and express your
concerns regarding their planned renovations for
Langdon Park. Here are their email addresses:
awolfe@wilpark.org sshelly@wilpark.org
babbott@wilpark.org sfoster@wilpark.org
rpellaton@wilpark.org ganderson@wilpark.org
jolvany@wilpark.org
The next two WPD meetings, which will occur at
7:30pm on Monday 8/13/18 (WPD Board Meeting)
and at 6:30pm on Monday 8/20/18 (Parks & Rec
Committee Meeting), are crucial in seeking to
persuade the WPD to revise its current plan for
Langdon. Given Langdon's location on a bluff
overlooking Lake Michigan, the WPD's goal for it to be
"a park like no other" has already been achieved. Let's
not lose Langdon's unique nature by allowing the WPD
to be short sighted in its current approach. Let's ensure
that Langdon Park remains a wonderful part of
Wilmette's Lakefront for generations to come.
For your convenience, a copy of the letter we have sent
to the WPD gives greater detail for the needed revisions
to the current plan, please feel free to adopt it for your
own use.Click here to view the "Petition Letter."
Petition to WPD Langdon Park Redevelopment
Plan.pdf
Sincerely, Wilmette residents Phil Serwich, Tom
Scanlan, Beth Beucher
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Email: beucherbeth@gmail.com

Unsubscribe

This message was sent to nlibby@comcast.net from
beucherbeth@gmail.com
savewilmettelakefront
1420 Sheridan Rd
Wilmette, IL 60091
-------------------------------
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
FW: Langdon
Wednesday, August 08, 2018 2:53:27 PM

From: Amy Wolfe
Sent: Wednesday, August 8, 2018 1:21 PM
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Thomas Sparks <tssparks@gmail.com>
Date: August 8, 2018 at 5:59:50 PM GMT+2
To: <sshelly@wilpark.org>, <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <rpellaton@wilpark.org>, <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
<jolvany@wilpark.org>
Subject: Langdon
Commissioners,
First, Thank you for your service. I know what a commitment it is.
Second, please revisit the Langdon plans. This is a beautiful park. The beauty is
the trees and green. The morning sun on the grass and thru the trees. More
pathways and more development will destroy this. Please just rehab the Tot Lot
and stop there. The developmental carrying capacity of this Park has already been
reached, unless you desire an urban-style park, which is a dramatic change from
what it is and what we local residents desire.
Third, as I said to you at a meeting years ago: listen to your users, not your
consultants. We know what we want and why we love our places. They don't.
Also, as I said to you all (and said at times when I was a Glencoe resident, Plan
Commission member, and member of other bodies), we are blessed with a
community that has extraordinarily talented citizens. Reach out to them for ideas.
Combined with feedback from users, the ideas will be better than those of out of
town consultants. The feedback by both groups in this case will be "less is more.".
Please take this to heart. Consultants understandably feel the need to earn their
fees, and so will always err on the side of providing more "product". That's
detrimental here, in the opinion of many of us neighbors.
Lastly, are you all aware that one of the lakefront condo buildings is dropping a
large amount of rocks into the Lake? Do we know what their plans are? The
reason I ask is that if these rocks are dropped appreciably away (into the Lake)
from their seawall, it will exacerbate the eddying that is destroying Langdon
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beach. (Persistent North winds generate strong N-S littorals, which, when they
encounter a projection into the lake, swirl around them, depositing sand on the N
side, and scouring the S side via eddies.). We suffer that already with the condo
rocks/seawalls that are currently there. That's why the N side of Langdon has been
especially eroded. Adding more will only increase the erosion, both into the bluff
and down the shoreline. Has the Pk District looked into this?
Thank you again for your time. Feel free to contact me for anything.
Best Regards,
Tom Sparks
931 Westerfield Dr
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Jerry Ulrich; Kathy Bingham
FW: Langdon Park Renovation
Wednesday, August 08, 2018 2:53:44 PM

From: Amy Wolfe
Sent: Wednesday, August 8, 2018 2:50 PM
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Traci Knudson <traci.knudson@nogginlabs.com>
Date: August 8, 2018 at 8:44:32 PM GMT+2
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <sshelly@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <rpellaton@wilpark.org>, <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
<jolvany@wilpark.org>
Subject: Langdon Park Renovation
Hello board members! I just wanted to say that I am very pleased with the
renovation plan (Option A). It is wonderful to have a safe and fun place for our
kids to play in our neighborhood and with such wonderful views. I love the plan
as it is, and hope it goes forward as it is!
Traci and Brian Knudson
-Traci Knudson
===========
CEO
NogginLabs, Inc.
Phone: 773-250-5102
http://www.nogginlabs.com
Follow us on Twitter @NogginLabs
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker
Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
FW: Langdon Park
Wednesday, August 08, 2018 3:12:23 PM

From: Amy Wolfe
Sent: Wednesday, August 8, 2018 3:12 PM
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Colleen Jersild <je727@aol.com>
Date: August 8, 2018 at 9:17:26 PM GMT+2
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Subject: Langdon Park
I am writing to express my concerns with the Wilmette Park District about the
plans for Langdon Park. The community voted on the future of Langdon Park and
Beach a couple of years ago with a decisive vote to leave Langdon alone. Thus I
am stunned to see that there are proposed changes in Langdon that do not reflect
the views of the voters.
Please preserve the green space ratio that currently exists in the park.
Act to prevent harm to the park by eliminating a proposed 6 foot wide circular
concrete path which would extend into new areas: the Northeast and Southeast
corners of the park along the bluff. I recall environmental issues being raised two
years ago about making any changes in these areas. Please review environmental
impact studies on making any changes to the park.
Use less costly materials to update paths and playground equipment.
Do not widen sidewalks and use bricks for sidewalk surfaces, a more
environmentally responsible choice.
Address the issue of the entrance to the park. Although there is a pedestrian
crossing, people would be safer if they crossed at the stoplight.
I look forward to thoughtful consideration of the board on these points and will be
attending the next two meetings.
Colleen Jersild
18

727 Ashland Ave.
Wilmette, Illinois
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park
Friday, August 17, 2018 2:55:19 PM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/17/18 2:50 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park

Begin forwarded message:
From: Colleen Jersild <je727@aol.com>
Subject: Langdon Park
Date: August 17, 2018 at 11:29:20 AM CDT
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>
I have lived at 727 Ashland Ave for over 47 years and fondly remember Langdon
Park as natural undeveloped property, a dirt path leading to the bluff, and an
undisturbed beach.
There is an abundance of tot lots in Wilmette but there is not an abundance of
natural undeveloped property and we should be doing everything we can
to preserve what remains, not reduce it.
I attended the meeting on August 13 and did not hear any mention of
environmental impact studies on the area. I remember the last time the future of
Langdon Park was addressed, major concerns were raised about the
environmental impact of development of the area and studies were presented to
back up that concern. Where are those studies now and how are they being
addressed?
I look forward to the August 28th meeting and hope that the physical setting will
make it easier to hear both the speakers and board members speak and that there
will be an opportunity to ask questions of the board.
Colleen Jersild
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park
Saturday, August 11, 2018 2:26:31 PM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/11/18 2:23 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: George Paterson <geopaterson@gmail.com>
Date: August 11, 2018 at 4:01:30 PM GMT+2
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <sshelly@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <rpellaton@wilpark.org>, <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
<jolvany@wilpark.org>
Subject: Langdon Park
Dear Commissioners,
I'm writing to endorse the suggestions of residents Serwich, Scanlan, and Beucher
concerning revisions to the plans for Langdon Park.
I feel strongly that widened, concrete pathways are a very bad idea. The aim in
maintaining a lovely park like this one should always be to maximize the natural
features and minimize the intrusion of urban, constructed elements. I visited the
park this morning and was struck by the quiet, calming, restful feeling it imparts.
That feeling needs to be preserved.
The residents mentioned above suggest asphalt paving rather than cement, but I
would go even farther and suggest that compacted gravel would be still less
obtrusive and offer more natural coloration and feeling. All of their suggestions
deserve respectful consideration, and I urge you to review and revise the current
21

plans carefully from a nature-preserving perspective that keeps the intrusive hand
of man to a necessary minimum.
Thank you for your attention.
George Paterson
155 Prairie Avenue
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kathy Bingham
Stephen Wilson; Libby Baker
FW: Langdon park support of Plan A
Monday, August 13, 2018 6:11:16 PM

From: John Olvany
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2018 5:49 PM
To: Kathy Bingham; Bryan Abbott; Stephanie Foster
Subject: Fwd: Langdon park support of Plan A

For Parks and Rec packet
John J. Olvany
847-612-0882 (mobile)
Begin forwarded message:
From: Amy Chung <amy@chungrealty.com>
Date: August 13, 2018 at 4:42:12 PM CDT
To: <jolvany@wilpark.org>
Subject: Langdon park support of Plan A
Dear Wilmette Parks & Recreation Committee,
I am a resident at 1231 Ashland Ave and I am writing to voice my support of the proposed
Plan A for the Langdon Park renovation. I believe that the updated park would be a great
asset to our community and all members, especially those residing near the park, would
benefit from renewal and revitalization of the park. I understand that there is a small but
noisy group in opposition to this plan and despite their available free time to make noise we
represent a population that cannot speak for themselves but are larger in number and are
the future of our town.
Here are additional bullet points if you would like to elaborate more in your email but it is not
necessary:
· Langdon Park is the only park for Children living near the park
· There are no parks with swings north of Central and east of the train tracks
· The park as it exists today is dilapidated and unsafe
· The sand and wooden structure attract bugs and wildlife
· The current park is not ADA compliant
· New benches and seating would allow all members of the community, regardless
of age, to sit and enjoy the park and views
· Smooth ADA compliant walkways would allow for those with wheelchairs and
walkers to easily access the park
· Many residents have voiced choosing Wilmette because of the park district and
proximity to the lake. Having a nice park would be a positive impact to the
neighborhood and attract home buyers for those looking to sell their homes
· Plan A is designed to incorporate equipment into the current footprint and all
equipments is zoned safely for the space provided
· Funding for Plan A has already been allocated and approved so we should move
forward as planned for a timely completion
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·

Equipment and surfaces have already been selected which are known for their
durability, low total cost of ownership, safety and are aesthetically acceptable
Thank you for your time and consideration,
-Amy Chung
Amy@chungrealty.com
1231 Ashland Ave
Wilmette IL 60091
312-285-6194

-Amy & Dave Chung | Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
P 312-285-6194 | amy@chungrealty.com | www.northshorehomeguide.com
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Beach
Friday, August 10, 2018 3:17:21 PM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/10/18 3:15 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Beach

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: "Joseph C. Zuercher" <jcz@zuercher.biz>
Date: August 10, 2018 at 9:43:06 PM GMT+2
To: "awolfe@wilpark.org" <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Subject: Langdon Beach
Dear Commissioner,
Langdon Beach’s appeal comes from its untouched feel. Where just about everything
in our village has been altered by modern “improvements”, Langdon has been pretty
much left alone giving it a charm all its own. Changes should only be made for reasons
of safety or to replace the old playground equipment. Less is more in this case. And
steer clear of the bluff; it’s one of the few natural things left in town.
Sincerely,
Joe

Joeseph C. Zuercher
945 Michigan Ave
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
FW: Langdon Park
Tuesday, August 14, 2018 3:18:06 PM

From: John Olvany
Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 10:56 AM
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Cc: Bryan Abbott <babbott@wilpark.org>; Bryan C. Abbott <abbottownersrep@aol.com>
Subject: FW: Langdon Park
For packet
From: Sandra Casparriello Murphy [scasparriello@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 7:26 AM
To: John Olvany
Subject: Langdon Park

Dear Wilmette Parks & Recreation Committee,
I am a resident at 1336 elmwood Avenue
, and I am writing to voice my support of the proposed Plan A for the Langdon Park
renovation.
I believe that the updated park would be a great asset to our community and all members,
especially those residing near the park, would benefit from renewal and revitalization of the
park.
Many thanks for your consideration to proceed with the approved, planned & funded park
restoration.
Sandra Murphy
Sandra C. Murphy
508.280.0491
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Kathy Bingham
Libby Baker
Stephen Wilson
FW: Langdon Park
Wednesday, August 15, 2018 3:28:10 PM

For next P&R packet
-----Original Message----From: John Olvany
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2018 11:12 AM
To: PAMELA PAPPANO
Cc: Kathy Bingham; Stephen Wilson; Bryan Abbott; Bryan C. Abbott; Stephanie Foster
Subject: RE: Langdon Park
Thanks for note. I'll pass it along to the other Committee members and ask include it the packet for our next
meeting.
________________________________________
From: PAMELA PAPPANO [pspappano@me.com]
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2018 10:19 AM
To: John Olvany
Subject: Langdon Park
Dear Mr. Olvany:
I couldn’t attend the most recent Park Board meeting but I want to voice our family’s support for the proposed
upgrades at Langdon Park.
Our family has lived in Wilmette for 33 years. Wilmette has wonderful parks and I applaud the Park Board for its
stewardship.
We have lived on Michigan Avenue for the past 25 years and Langdon was our “go-to” park much of the time. It is
a treasure in our community: small but not crowded. Two of my now-grown children have great memories of
playing there.
Our neighborhood is vibrant (6 new homes on Michigan), with many young families and grandchildren for older
families, like mine. Just as our homes need repairs and replacements, so, too, do our parks. Langdon Park’s tot lot
is in great need of updating and we support the proposed changes. Sprucing up Langdon will be of benefit to all
who live in this neighborhood.
Thank you for your service on the Park Board. We look forward to our improved park!
Pam & Dan Pappano
1003 Michigan Avenue
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
FW: Langdon Park
Tuesday, August 14, 2018 3:18:14 PM

From: John Olvany
Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 10:56 AM
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: FW: Langdon Park
for packet
From: Jen Lineen [jennifer.pines@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2018 8:53 PM
To: Amy Wolfe; Bryan Abbott; Stephanie Foster; John Olvany
Subject: Langdon Park

Dear Wilmette Parks & Recreation Committee,
I would like to take a moment to thank you all for the work you do for our community!
I am a resident at 1311 Greenwood Ave, and I am writing to voice my support of the
proposed Plan A for the Langdon Park renovation.
We frequently walk past this park and I don't let my children play there. The current
facility is in complete disrepair. The wooden structure has splinters and rough spots
everywhere - I am worried my kids will end up with slivers!
The new park plan (A) offers a wonderful vision of what is truly possible in that unique
space so residents can enjoy our beautiful lakefront! It would be an asset to our
community and would be appreciated and enjoyed by so many! Please do move
forward as planned!!
Regards,
Jennifer, Jason, Connor (4) and Sienna (4) Lineen
P.S. - Please don't pull the swings!!! I know a set of twins that will throw one nasty
tantrum if I have to tell them they are no longer in the plans!!! :)
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
FW: Langdon Park
Thursday, August 16, 2018 9:22:19 AM

From: Amy Wolfe
Sent: Thursday, August 16, 2018 9:21 AM
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park

Begin forwarded message:
From: Beata Brewster <beata.guzik@gmail.com>
Subject: Langdon Park
Date: August 16, 2018 at 3:53:49 AM CDT
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <jolvany@wilpark.org>
Cc: Emily Buerger <emwetta@gmail.com>, <ssarge1982@gmail.com>
Dear Wilmette Parks & Recreation Committee,
I am a resident at 1301 Ashland Ave, and I am writing to voice my support of the proposed
Plan A for the Langdon Park renovation. I believe that the updated park would be a great
asset to our community and all members, especially those residing near the park, would
benefit from renewal and revitalization of the park.   
This plan was previously approved and there is no reason to delay the building of a new tot
lot at Langdon Park. The current tot lot is dilapidated and unsafe. My family chose to move
to Wilmette one year ago because it is a family-friendly community near the lake. The fact
that the only lake-side playground within walking distance of our home is in such bad shape
is a real shame.
It is my understanding that a very small but vocal minority is causing a delay of the
renovations of this tot lot. This Committee has an obligation not only to the minority
of people who are able to attend repeated meetings. Our community is made up of many
families, including those with small children. Small children lack a voice and their parents
lack the luxury of time to fight public battles over issues that have already been resolved.
This Committee should not delay implementing proposed Plan A.
Best,
Beata Brewster
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
FW: Langdon Park Revovation - Support Plan A.
Tuesday, August 14, 2018 3:17:58 PM

From: John Olvany
Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 10:55 AM
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: FW: Langdon Park Revovation - Support Plan A.
for packet
From: jennifer giles [jengiles12000@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 8:56 AM
To: Amy Wolfe; Bryan Abbott; Stephanie Foster; John Olvany
Subject: Langdon Park Revovation - Support Plan A.

Dear Wilmette Parks & Recreation Committee,
I am a resident at 1335 Ashland Ave and I am writing to voice my support of the
proposed Plan A for the Langdon Park renovation. I believe that the updated park
would be a great asset to our community and all members, especially those residing
near the park, would benefit from renewal and revitalization of the park.   
New benches and seating would allow all members of the community, regardless of
age, to sit and enjoy the park and views. Having a nice park would be a positive
impact to the neighborhood and attract home buyers for those looking to sell their
homes.
Please let me know if you have future questions regarding our support and needs.
Best,
Jen Giles Okon
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
FW: Langdon Park Approved Renovation - In Support of Plan A
Tuesday, August 14, 2018 3:19:14 PM

From: abbottownersrep <abbottownersrep@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 1:10 PM
To: John Olvany <jolvany@wilpark.org>; Stephanie Foster <sfoster@wilpark.org>; Bryan Abbott
<babbott@wilpark.org>; Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>; Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>;
Kathy Bingham <kathybingham@wilpark.org>
Subject: RE: Langdon Park Approved Renovation - In Support of Plan A

Parks and Rec packet
Bryan

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

-------- Original message -------From: Nadia Johnson <nadiareynolds@hotmail.com>
Date: 8/13/18 3:54 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: jolvany@wilpark.org, sfoster@wilpark.org, babbott@wilpark.org, awolfe@wilpark.org
Subject: Langdon Park Approved Renovation - In Support of Plan A
Dear Wilmette Parks & Recreation Committee,
I am a resident at 1334 Elmwood Avenue, and I am writing to voice my support of
the proposed Plan A for the Langdon Park renovation. I believe that the updated
park would be a great asset to our community, Furthermore, I believe that all
members, especially those residing near the park, would benefit from renewal and
revitalization of the park.
We (my family and I) support Plan A for the Langdon Park renovation for the following
reasons:
· Langdon Park is the only park with any significant green
space for residents living near the park
· There are no parks with swings north of Central and east of the train tracks
· The park as it exists today is dilapidated and unsafe, plus the sand and
wooden structure attract bugs and wildlife
· The current park is not ADA compliant
· New benches and seating would allow all members of the community,
regardless of age, to sit and enjoy the park and views
· Smooth ADA compliant walkways would allow for those with wheelchairs and
walkers to easily access the park
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·

Many residents have voiced choosing Wilmette because of the park district
and proximity to the lake. Having a nice park would be a positive impact to
the neighborhood and attract home buyers for those looking to sell their
homes
· Plan A is designed to incorporate equipment into the current footprint and all
equipments is zoned safely for the space provided
· Funding for Plan A has already been allocated and approved so we should
move forward as planned for a timely completion
· Equipment and surfaces have already been selected which are known for their
durability, low total cost of ownership, safety and are aesthetically
acceptable
Thank you for your time and consideration!
Best,
Nadia Johnson
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
FW: Support of Plan A
Tuesday, August 14, 2018 3:18:36 PM

From: abbottownersrep <abbottownersrep@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 1:07 PM
To: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>; Bryan Abbott <babbott@wilpark.org>; Stephanie Foster
<sfoster@wilpark.org>; John Olvany <jolvany@wilpark.org>; Stephen Wilson
<swilson@wilpark.org>; Kathy Bingham <kathybingham@wilpark.org>
Subject: RE: Support of Plan A

Please add to the parks and rec packet.
Bryan

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

-------- Original message -------From: Pamela Rooyakker Norris <prnorris@icloud.com>
Date: 8/14/18 6:29 AM (GMT-06:00)
To: awolfe@wilpark.org, babbott@wilpark.org, sfoster@wilpark.org, jolvany@wilpark.org
Subject: Support of Plan A
Dear Wilmette Parks & Recreation Committee,
I am a resident at 1341 Chestnut Ave, and I am writing to voice my support of the
proposed Plan A for the Langdon Park renovation. I believe that the updated park
would be a great asset to our community and all members, especially those residing
near the park, would benefit from renewal and revitalization of the park.   
Here are additional bullet points if you would like to elaborate more in your email but it
is not necessary:
· Langdon Park is the only park for Children living near the park
· There are no parks with swings north of Central and east of the train tracks
· The park as it exists today is dilapidated and unsafe
· The sand and wooden structure attract bugs and wildlife
· The current park is not ADA compliant
· New benches and seating would allow all members of the community,
regardless of age, to sit and enjoy the park and views
· Smooth ADA compliant walkways would allow for those with wheelchairs and
walkers to easily access the park
· Many residents have voiced choosing Wilmette because of the park district and
proximity to the lake. Having a nice park would be a positive impact to the
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neighborhood and attract home buyers for those looking to sell their homes
A is designed to incorporate equipment into the current footprint and all
equipments is zoned safely for the space provided
· Funding for Plan A has already been allocated and approved so we should
move forward as planned for a timely completion
· Equipment and surfaces have already been selected which are known for their
durability, low total cost of ownership, safety and are aesthetically
acceptable
Thanks you.
· Plan

Pamela Rooyakker Norris
773.289.7221
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation
Friday, August 17, 2018 10:02:52 AM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/17/18 9:59 AM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation

Begin forwarded message:
From: John Pontarelli <jpontare@sbcglobal.net>
Subject: Langdon Park Renovation
Date: August 17, 2018 at 9:32:32 AM CDT
To: "awolfe@wilpark.org" <awolfe@wilpark.org>, "%20sshelly@wilpark.org"
<%20sshelly@wilpark.org>, "%20babbott@wilpark.org"
<%20babbott@wilpark.org>, "%20sfoster@wilpark.org"
<%20sfoster@wilpark.org>, "%20rpellaton@wilpark.org"
<%20rpellaton@wilpark.org>, "%20ganderson@wilpark.org"
<%20ganderson@wilpark.org>, "%20jolvany@wilpark.org"
<%20jolvany@wilpark.org>
Reply-To: John Pontarelli <jpontare@sbcglobal.net>
I am opposed to the use of my tax dollars to ruin the beautiful, natural
Langdon Park with cement and big playgrounds as the park board
proposes because they are 1 unnecessary and 2 will ruin the character
and beauty of the park.. I realize the Park Board historically does not like
to listen but to spend and pave over grass, sand, and hills whenever
possible. These are preposterous inappropriate proposals. I favor modest
repairs and new new cement on grass or sand; repair of existing
equipment only, or do nothing and leave it as it.
John Pontarelli
30 year Wilmette resident

35

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation
Friday, August 17, 2018 10:02:37 AM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/17/18 9:58 AM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation

Begin forwarded message:
From: John O'Callaghan <jp.ocall1@gmail.com>
Subject: Langdon Park Renovation
Date: August 17, 2018 at 9:32:17 AM CDT
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <sshelly@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <rpellaton@wilpark.org>, <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
<jolvany@wilpark.org>
I am writing to let the members if this board know that I oppose the design and
budget of the Option A recommendation for Langdon Park.
There is a need for more public input before any changes to the park are made.
Thank you.
John O'Callaghan, Wilmette
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation
Friday, August 17, 2018 10:02:19 AM

I dont know if this is a repeat or not.

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/17/18 9:58 AM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation

Begin forwarded message:
From: Jane Eaton <jeaton256@aol.com>
Subject: Langdon Park Renovation
Date: August 17, 2018 at 9:46:18 AM CDT
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <sshelly@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <rpellaton@wilpark.org>, <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
<jolvany@wilpark.org>
We believe that the board should proceed with the plans for "option A" regarding
the playground at Langdon Park. We have lived in our house at 1029 Chestnut
Avenue for 31 years. The planned renovations at Langdon would provide a much
needed playground for the entire east Wilmette area.    
Thank you to each of you for the countless hours that you spend managing the
wonderful parks and programs.
Tim and Jane Eaton
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation
Friday, August 17, 2018 9:40:41 AM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/17/18 9:26 AM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation

Begin forwarded message:
From: <r2power@aol.com>
Subject: Langdon Park Renovation
Date: August 17, 2018 at 8:37:26 AM CDT
To: "awolfe@wilpark.org" <awolfe@wilpark.org>, " sshelly@wilpark.org"
<sshelly@wilpark.org>, " babbott@wilpark.org" <babbott@wilpark.org>, "
sfoster@wilpark.org" <sfoster@wilpark.org>, " rpellaton@wilpark.org"
<rpellaton@wilpark.org>, " ganderson@wilpark.org" <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
" jolvany@wilpark.org" <jolvany@wilpark.org>
I’m extremely tired of the people pressing against change. I trust that your process is
adequate and support the changes to Langdon.
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park Revovation
Friday, August 17, 2018 2:54:31 PM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/17/18 2:43 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Revovation

Begin forwarded message:
From: MT Account <talzz70@gmail.com>
Subject: Langdon Park Revovation
Date: August 17, 2018 at 1:44:36 PM CDT
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>, <sfoster@wilpark.org>,
<jolvany@wilpark.org>
Cc: Jane Malnati <talzz70@gmail.com>
Dear Wilmette Parks & Recreation Committee,
I am a resident at 1016 Ashland Avenue, Wilmette, and I am writing to voice my support of the
proposed Plan A for the Langdon Park renovation. I believe that the updated park would be a great
asset to our community and all members, especially those residing near the park, would benefit
from renewal and revitalization of the park.   
We moved to Wilmette because it is known to be a wonderful place to raise children. The
"CAGE" neighborhood has only one park that is within a ten minute walk (park at Elmwood and
Green Bay). It does not have a swingset and is still quite a walk for those who live on the eastern
side of the neighborhood. For a neighborhood of this size, with a lot of small children, that does not
seem reasonable. The proposed Plan A, as I understand it, allows for the park to be an attractive
and safe place for neighborhood children to play while still keeping the natural lake front setting in
place that many are concerned about. A good compromise for all.
This community attracts young families (and their tax dollars) because it is known to be a good
place to raise young children. These same children grow up, have families of their own and want to
move back to Wilmette because of that same reason and the cycle continues. Good neighnohood
parks should not be considered an insignificant part of that equation.
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Thanks for considering,
Christina and Wade Glisson
1016 Ashland Ave
Wilmette, Il 60091
PS: I am writing this with both of my children playing nearby, wanting my attention and causing me to be
quite distracted so I apologize for any typos you may come across!
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation
Friday, August 17, 2018 2:54:54 PM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/17/18 2:46 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation

Begin forwarded message:
From: Bob Mc <bob-mc@comcast.net>
Subject: Langdon Park Renovation
Date: August 17, 2018 at 12:35:07 PM CDT
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <sshelly@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <rpellaton@wilpark.org>, <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
<jolvany@wilpark.org>
Reply-To: Bob Mc <bob-mc@comcast.net>
Dear Wilmette Park Board Members,

It has come to my attention that the proposed Langdon Park renovation
includes a substantially larger footprint of a 6 ft wide concrete walkway. I
find that to be absurd with the total square footage of the park.

I would like you to consider a more natural way to renovate this very tiny
park. I have lived in Wilmette for 48 years, and have approved of almost
everything that has been done by the WPD. I believe you should weigh
heavily how the community felt about your original lakefront plan, and
what the citizens communicated to you about "keep it as natural as
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possible." That same thought would apply to the Langdon renovation. I
know some of the current board members were elected after the
Gilson/lakefront controversy, so they should be particularly sensitive to
this issue.

Thank You for listening.

Robert McArthur
800 Park Ave
Wilmette, IL 60091
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation
Friday, August 17, 2018 2:55:06 PM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/17/18 2:46 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation

Begin forwarded message:
From: <obpaul54@aol.com>
Subject: Langdon Park Renovation
Date: August 17, 2018 at 12:33:43 PM CDT
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <sshelly@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <rpellaton@wilpark.org>, <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
<jolvany@wilpark.org>
Opposed to option A
Keep Langdon as is.
Paul Oberlin
228 10th St
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation - please consider
Friday, August 17, 2018 2:55:28 PM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/17/18 2:53 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation - please consider

Begin forwarded message:
From: Bev <bevpinaire@gmail.com>
Subject: Langdon Park Renovation - please consider
Date: August 17, 2018 at 10:01:17 AM CDT
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <sshelly@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <rpellaton@wilpark.org>, <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
<jolvany@wilpark.org>
Hi,
I walk, bike and drive by Langdon Park frequently. I honestly, cannot remember
ever seeing children at that playground. Conversely, I drive, walk and bike by
Maple Park and on a regular basis witness children playing there. I have noticed
that the play train is in bad shape. (I cannot speak to the condition of the other
equipment.) Perhaps our money would be better spent replacing or sprucing up
equipment in parks that are actually utilized on a regular basis.
Thank you for considering my input.
Beverly Pinaire
336 Central Avenue
Wilmette, IL 60091
847.420.7948
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation
Friday, August 17, 2018 3:20:10 PM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/17/18 3:12 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation

Begin forwarded message:
From: "Gilson, Jerome" <jgilson@brinksgilson.com>
Subject: Langdon Park Renovation
Date: August 17, 2018 at 3:10:27 PM CDT
To: "awolfe@wilpark.org" <awolfe@wilpark.org>, "sshelly@wilpark.org"
<sshelly@wilpark.org>, "babbott@wilpark.org" <babbott@wilpark.org>,
"sfoster@wilpark.org" <sfoster@wilpark.org>, "rpellaton@wilpark.org"
<rpellaton@wilpark.org>, "ganderson@wilpark.org" <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
"jolvany@wilpark.org" <jolvany@wilpark.org>
Cc: Charlie Shea <shea735@aol.com>, Beth Beucher <bethbeucher1@mac.com>
WPD Board: My wife Jamie and I live in a condo at 1500 Sheridan Road. She is
now disabled and wheelchair bound.
Langdon Park is not only our main but our only outdoor destination, and we
cherish it. We have nowhere else to go for recreation.
All right, the playground is an embarrassment. But we dote on its modest trails,
benches, views, and its overall less-is-more character. We love it, and have spent
many a pleasant hour there reading, relaxing and calling our kids in VT and AZ.
Six-foot concrete ribbons would not only destroy its ambience, at great expense.
They would also create a highway for bicycles, roller blades and other devices
that would endanger and discourage Wilmette’s growing wheelchair crowd.
WPD, please don’t do it! Please!
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With high hopes,
Jerry Gilson

Sent from my iPhone

46

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Plan A for Langdon
Friday, August 17, 2018 4:19:30 PM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: John Fitzpatrick <jfitzpatrick@mandellmenkes.com>
Date: 8/17/18 4:18 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>, Bryan Abbott <babbott@wilpark.org>, Stephanie
Foster <sfoster@wilpark.org>, John Olvany <jolvany@wilpark.org>, Stephen Wilson
<swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Plan A for Langdon
Dear Wilmette Parks & Recreation Committee,
I reside at 812 Ashland Avenue and support “Plan A” to renovate Langdon Park. The plan to
update the park, in my assessment, would make it a much more attractive and usable space
for all visitors without detracting from the surrounding natural environment. I regularly visit
the park with my young children and while they enjoy the park it needs some updating and
the plans outlined to date satisfy that need. It is my understanding that Plan A is funded and
approved and any misgivings about the new design strike me as being somewhat overstated.
For example, I heard some concerns expressed about expanding the footprint of artificial
coverage but then cross-referenced Plan A with the current layout and did not recognize a
meaningful difference. I voice my approval despite being a bit of skeptic with regard to
changing parks that seem nicely put together as is (e.g. I did not care for the prior, more
expansive iteration of the park redesign) but an upgrade of this space is long overdue and the
plan represents a thoughtful approach that will not sacrifice the feel of the area. I will not be
able to attend the upcoming meeting but hope everything stays on track notwithstanding the
opposition. Onward and upward,
-John (and Katherine) Fitzpatrick

John D. Fitzpatrick

One North Franklin, Suite 3600
Chicago, Illinois 60606
office 312.251.1012
fax 312.759.3086
mandellmenkes.com
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This e-mail may contain confidential and privileged material for the sole use of the
intended recipient. Any review or distribution by anyone other than the intended recipient is strictly
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and delete all copies of
this e-mail immediately.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation
Friday, August 17, 2018 6:39:34 PM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/17/18 6:31 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Ray Gass <rwgass@aol.com>
Date: August 17, 2018 at 3:22:02 PM CDT
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <sshelly@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <rpellaton@wilpark.org>, <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
<jolvany@wilpark.org>
Subject: Langdon Park Renovation
Any plan that includes 6 foot sidewalks lacks clear thought and vision. The footprint is
much too large and expensive.
Ray Gass
rwgass@aol.com
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Kathy Bingham; Libby Baker; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation
Friday, August 17, 2018 6:39:47 PM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/17/18 6:32 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Kevin Burke <kpb@shbk-law.com>
Date: August 17, 2018 at 3:42:35 PM CDT
To: "awolfe@wilpark.org" <awolfe@wilpark.org>, "sshelly@wilpark.org"
<sshelly@wilpark.org>, "babbott@wilpark.org" <babbott@wilpark.org>,
"sfoster@wilpark.org" <sfoster@wilpark.org>, "rpellaton@wilpark.org"
<rpellaton@wilpark.org>, "ganderson@wilpark.org" <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
"jolvany@wilpark.org" <jolvany@wilpark.org>
Subject: Langdon Park Renovation
My family and I use the Langdon Beach probably more than any other Wilmette
residents. We are there two or three times a week. It is a beautiful park. We do not
need to spend $200,000 plus improving Langdon.
I am an attorney who specializes in fighting real estate taxes. I often have to tell my
clients the only real way to reduce real estate taxes is to let the government officials
know that they need to reduce , not increase, their budgets. In my opinion this is a
waste of our tax dollars.
Please reconsider spending our tax dollars on Langdon.
Kevin P. Burke
10 South LaSalle
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Suite 2660
Chicago IL 60603
312-939-0100
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Kathy Bingham; Libby Baker; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation
Friday, August 17, 2018 6:40:52 PM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/17/18 6:32 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Anne Stanley <annepgaebe@gmail.com>
Date: August 17, 2018 at 4:38:47 PM CDT
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <sshelly@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <rpellaton@wilpark.org>, <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
<jolvany@wilpark.org>
Subject: Langdon Park Renovation
Hello,
We are new residents to Wilmette from the city and live on Ashland Ave in the
CAGE.
I wanted to voice my support for the Langdon park renovations. As a parent of
young children I'm looking forward to a safer, more updated park and playlot that
looks similar to the lakefront parks in Winnetka and other villages.  
I know there is some opposition from older residents and understand that change
is hard for some people.
The new family-friendly park at Langdon will help to ensure that Wilmette and
the CAGE/Lake Sheridan area remains a desirable location for families looking to
buy homes on the North Shore.
52

Thank you,
Anne Stanley
1020 Ashland Ave
314-853-7310
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Support for the Langdon Park Changes
Saturday, August 18, 2018 9:27:27 AM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/18/18 9:22 AM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Support for the Langdon Park Changes

Begin forwarded message:
From: Robin Cook <robinacook@yahoo.com>
Subject: Support for the Langdon Park Changes
Date: August 18, 2018 at 8:49:10 AM CDT
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <sshelly@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <rpellaton@wilpark.org>, <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
"John Olvany <jolvany@wilpark.org" <jolvany@wilpark.org>, John Olvany
<jolvany@wilpark.org>
Despite being beyond the years of hanging out at a playground with my children,
I want to express my support for proposed changes to Langdon park.
I feel that the Park Board has done a great job communicating, getting input and
creating a plan that would meet the wide and varying needs of the community
It is a beautiful park and underutilized. Especially with the ever shrinking beach,
this is one way to continue to use the area too. I am also happy that we will
finally have a nice park in the north east part of wilmette. There are so many
wonderful parks in wilmette and this area has not had one
My one concern is the safety crossing sheridan. It has been huge improvement
since the sign was posted in the cross walk. I would just ask that we monitor for
any increased issues with an improved park.
Again, as a nearby resident, I am very supportive of the proposed changes!
Thanks for the work
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Robin Cook
917 Chestnut
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation
Saturday, August 18, 2018 9:34:31 AM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/18/18 9:33 AM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation

Begin forwarded message:
From: lurene content <dlhsthomas@sbcglobal.net>
Subject: Langdon Park Renovation
Date: August 18, 2018 at 7:58:52 AM CDT
To: "awolfe@wilpark.org" <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Cc: "sshelly@wilpark.org" <sshelly@wilpark.org>, "babbott@wilpark.org"
<babbott@wilpark.org>, "sfoster@willpark.org" <sfoster@willpark.org>,
"rpellaton@wilpark.org" <rpellaton@wilpark.org>, "ganderson@wilpark.org"
<ganderson@wilpark.org>, "jolvany@wilpark.org" <jolvany@wilpark.org>
Reply-To: lurene content <dlhsthomas@sbcglobal.net>
Dear Park Board Members,
I am writing in opposition to the proposed new construction at Langdon Park
(Option A). The plan increases the footprint of the playground and also adds
much more concrete to the park. This not only changes the character of the
park, but could impact what may very well be a fragile natural area. The
shoreline at and near Langdon has been receding rapidly. Now is not the time
to add more infrastructure and more concrete to this park. (Please consider the
earlier ill-advised build-out at Langdon Beach where the Park District had hoped
to construct an expanded guard house. A third of that construction would have
been destroyed by erosion in.)
Before you proceed with the plan, please alert the community and hold further
talks. Also, please consider the need for any playlot at Langdon. What revenue
does Langdon Beach provide? Is the goal to draw even more people to a beach
that has recently shrunk to the point, at times, of being unusable or even
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dangerous?
Perhaps the best use of the park above Langdon beach is a passive, natural
space that acts as a refuge but also allows access to this small beach in a subtle
way using natural materials, rather than the overly-developed concrete
pathways that are now proposed.
Thank you.
Lurene Thomas
2228 Elmwood ave.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation
Saturday, August 18, 2018 10:19:39 AM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/18/18 9:40 AM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation

Begin forwarded message:
From: Tom Wiscomb <twiscomb@gmail.com>
Subject: Langdon Park Renovation
Date: August 18, 2018 at 5:05:43 AM CDT
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <sshelly@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <rpellaton@wilpark.org>, <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
<jolvany@wilpark.org>
I have reviewed option "A" for Langdon. I think Langdon is an extremely
unique property mostly due to keeping the landscape and access to the
lake in a natural setting.
I am not in favor of option "A" plan or any plan that introduces a larger
playground footprint or other changes (like concrete) that disrupt the more
natural, simple setting that makes Langdon so special.
I would attend the upcoming meeting but we will be out of town for a late
summer vacation.
Regards,
Tom Wiscomb
1012 Greenwood
Wilmette, IL
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--

Tom Wiscomb
twiscomb@gmail.com 847.778.6082
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation
Saturday, August 18, 2018 7:39:21 PM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/18/18 4:44 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation

Begin forwarded message:
From: Julie Dell <jdell7074@gmail.com>
Subject: Langdon Park Renovation
Date: August 18, 2018 at 1:26:27 PM CDT
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <sshelly@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <rpellaton@wilpark.org>, <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
<jolvany@wilpark.org>
Dear WPD board members,
As a long term Wilmette resident and 27 year user of Langdon Park, I want to go
on record apposing your option A.This is a small suburban park, not an urban
park.I understand the need to upgrade the the playground equipment, but also
have a few questions. How much of the current natural setting will be covered in
concrete? Will any trees be removed? Why are walkways being widened to 6
feet? I look forward to one of you getting back to me with some answers.
Sincerely,
Julie Dell
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park
Sunday, August 19, 2018 8:24:21 AM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Jill Hayes <jahayes09@gmail.com>
Date: 8/19/18 8:22 AM (GMT-06:00)
To: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>, Bryan Abbott <babbott@wilpark.org>, Stephanie
Foster <sfoster@wilpark.org>, John Olvany <jolvany@wilpark.org>, Stephen Wilson
<swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Langdon Park
Dear Wilmette Parks & Recreation Committee,
I am a resident at 707 Linden Ave, and I am writing to voice my support of the proposed Plan A for the Langdon
Park renovation. I believe that the updated park would be a great asset to our community and all members would
benefit from renewal and revitalization of the park.

The current park is not a place I bring my kids to but if a safe space were created I know we
would enjoy visiting there and benefit from the investment. I think it can be done in a way that
respects the natural area and hope that the plan will move forward.
Thanks,
Jill Hayes
707 Linden Ave
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park Plan A
Sunday, August 19, 2018 10:08:04 PM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Rhonda Elliott <rhondaelliott15@gmail.com>
Date: 8/19/18 8:36 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Bryan Abbott <babbott@wilpark.org>, Stephanie Foster <sfoster@wilpark.org>, John
Olvany <jolvany@wilpark.org>, Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>, Amy Wolfe
<awolfe@wilpark.org>
Subject: Langdon Park Plan A
Dear Wilmette Parks & Recreation Committee,
I am a resident at 824 Sheridan Rd, and I am writing to voice my support of the
proposed Plan A for the Langdon Park renovation. I believe that the updated park
would be a great asset to our community and all members would benefit from
renewal and revitalization of the park.   
There are no parks with swings north of Central and east of the train tracks
The park as it exists today is dilapidated and unsafe
The sand and wooden structure attract bugs and wildlife
The current park is not ADA compliant
New benches and seating would allow all members of the community, regardless of
age, to sit and enjoy the park and views
Smooth ADA compliant walkways would allow for those with wheelchairs and
walkers to easily access the park
Many residents have voiced choosing Wilmette because of the park district and
proximity to the lake. Having a nice park would be a positive impact to the
neighborhood and attract home buyers for those looking to sell their homes
Plan A is designed to incorporate equipment into the current footprint and all
equipments is zoned safely for the space provided
Funding for Plan A has already been allocated and approved so we should move
forward as planned for a timely completion
Equipment and surfaces have already been selected which are known for their
durability, low total cost of ownership, safety and are aesthetically acceptable  
Sincerely,

62

Rhonda Elliott
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation
Monday, August 20, 2018 4:17:03 PM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/20/18 1:42 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation

Begin forwarded message:
From: Thomas Scanlan <tscanlan@surplusrecord.com>
Subject: Langdon Park Renovation
Date: August 19, 2018 at 9:58:14 PM CDT
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <sshelly@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <rpellaton@wilpark.org>, <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
<jolvany@wilpark.org>
Dear WPD Board,
I attended your meeting this past Monday, and I briefly spoke about my
opinion of the current WPD Langdon Park plan. Later during that meeting,
Commissioner Bryan Abbott remarked that he favored the consultants current
proposal, including increasing the historic size of the playground area and
increasing the number of walkways and the size of the concrete walkways on
the bluff to 6 ft.
In May 2018, I attended the afternoon meeting at Langdon Park that was
conducted by John Olvany and Stephanie Foster. There were approx. 25
Wilmette residents there and the playground consultant. The residents
focused on the quality of the new playground. No one said they wanted to
have a playground larger than the historic square footage of the Langdon
Playground. Many of the residents spoke about the Glencoe Phil Thomas
Playground as being representative of what they want. There was no
discussion about increasing the number walkways and widths to 6 ft.
In July, I went to the Glencoe Phil Thomas Playground, measured and took
photos of the playground, park and walkways. I sent them to Stephanie, along
with these observations. The parks walkways width range is 60"-68". The
playground percentage of the entire park is approx 6%.
In July & August, I have been to Langdon Park & Beach nearly every day. I
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have spoken to approximately 50 residents. Not one resident supports
increasing the % of concrete on the Langdon Park Bluff, or installing a
walkway closer to the bluff than the present location. I heard comments
about adding weight to the bluff and adding more concrete to the bluff,
which would have negative effects on the park/bluff. In addition, not one
resident I spoke to wants a playground larger than the historic square
footage of the Langdon Playground. And, when I pointed out the "porch swing"
in option A (NE corner of the park), nearly everyone said the playground
should be consolidated and not have another swing apart from the playground.
In other words, everyone believes that Langdon Park is more of a "park" than
a "playground."
You have received more responses from the Wilmette residents opposing the
current "Option A," than supporting it. As I remarked at the meeting Monday
night, I support the new playground, and replacing the walkways. However, I
stated that I believe the playground should be quality over quantity, and
that the square ft. of the walkways should be replaced with the same square
footage-not increased or expanded.
At the August 13th meeting, Commissioner Bryan Abbott said, "Most parks have
8-foot sidewalks. Six-foot to me is a nice compromise." The 2 parks that are
the most relevant to Langdon in terms of size and proximity are Wilmette
Shorewood Park and Mahoney Park of Kenilworth. The sidewalk (not the bike
trail) in Shorewood Park is 55-60" width (picture attached). There are no
concrete sidewalks in Mahoney Park, just natural walkways.
Please respect the requests of the Wilmette residents over the Langdon Park
consultant's proposal you hired to revise the park. Thanks for your
consideration, Tom

Thomas C. Scanlan
1005 Chestnut Ave
Wilmette IL 60091
Tel: 312-372-9077
Email: tscanlan@surplusrecord.com
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation
Monday, August 20, 2018 4:18:31 PM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/20/18 2:47 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation

Begin forwarded message:
From: John Gillard <jgillard@jamesonsir.com>
Subject: Langdon Park Renovation
Date: August 20, 2018 at 2:45:41 PM CDT
To: "awolfe@wilpark.org" <awolfe@wilpark.org>, "sshelly@wilpark.org"
<sshelly@wilpark.org>, "babbott@wilpark.org" <babbott@wilpark.org>,
"sfoster@wilpark.org" <sfoster@wilpark.org>, "rpellaton@wilpark.org"
<rpellaton@wilpark.org>, "ganderson@wilpark.org" <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
"jolvany@wilpark.org" <jolvany@wilpark.org>
I find the changes proposed at Langdon Park to be totally unneeded and
unnecessary to an already perfect jewel of a park! Do we have that much money
on hand to throw it around like that? We have many choices of parks here in
Wilmette which my family has used for over 40 years....we do not need this one!
John Gillard. 1410 Sheridan Road
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Support of the Langdon Park Renovation
Monday, August 20, 2018 5:03:06 PM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Date: 8/20/18 5:01 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Support of the Langdon Park Renovation

Begin forwarded message:
From: Paul and Jessica Reineck <reinecks@gmail.com>
Subject: Support of the Langdon Park Renovation
Date: August 20, 2018 at 3:54:26 PM CDT
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <sshelly@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <rpellaton@wilpark.org>, <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
John Olvany <jolvany@wilpark.org>
Hi, I wanted to write you all to show my continued support for rebuilding the
playground at Langdon Park. I have recently heard a lot of comments about
people not wanting to have the playground rebuilt/park updated. Langdon Park
playground is over 35 years old and badly needs to be updated. The current park
structures are not usable due to age and the next closest parks are Maple and
Shoreline. I really want to have a neighborhood park/playground that I can easily
walk to with my young children. It will be nice to see it become the wonderful
park that it used to be!
Best,
Jessica Reineck

68

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
FW: Langdon
Tuesday, August 21, 2018 10:52:33 AM

From: Amy Wolfe
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2018 9:28 AM
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon

Begin forwarded message:
From: michael mccarthy <mccarthy934@yahoo.com>
Subject: Langdon
Date: August 20, 2018 at 9:11:18 PM CDT
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Please keep the playground the same size it is now and just replace the sidewalks
in their original form. Mike McCarthy 707 Laurel
Sent from my iPad
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
FW: Langdon Park
Tuesday, August 21, 2018 10:52:27 AM

From: Amy Wolfe
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2018 9:29 AM
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park

Begin forwarded message:
From: <kellyjack@comcast.net>
Subject: Langdon Park
Date: August 20, 2018 at 6:20:41 PM CDT
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>
Dear Park district Board Members, my name is Jack Kelly and I am a longtime resident
of Wilmette. I also live less than a quarter of a block away (826 Chestnut Av.) from
Langdon Park. It has come to my attention that you are planning to add a concrete
walkway and turnaround from the entrance on Sheridan Rd. to close to the lifeguard
shack at Langdon Park. Adding more concrete to this small park is the very last thing we
need. 85 to 90% of that whole area is already concrete with large private homes on the
south, a number of large mulita family continuums on the north, Sheridan Rd and then
Plaza Del Lago to the west. Do not add more concrete to this area and this little park
which my family use all the time.
Jack Kelly
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
FW: Langdon Park Renovation
Tuesday, August 21, 2018 3:12:45 PM

From: Amy Wolfe
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2018 3:11 PM
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Langdon Park Renovation

Begin forwarded message:
From: Dean Lindsay <designerdean@me.com>
Subject: Langdon Park Renovation
Date: August 21, 2018 at 2:38:58 PM CDT
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <sshelly@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <rpellaton@wilpark.org>, <ganderson@wilpark.org>,
<jolvany@wilpark.org>
Dear Board Members,
I discovered that the Parks & Recreation Board plans to proceed w design plan “Option A”
for Langdon Park, which I just reviewed, along with the budget and the 3D color renderings
of the design (2 pictures). I live at 808 Chestnut Ave with a clear view of Langdon Park
from my sidewalk, and have used the park and its play equipment for decades w our own
children and grandchild.
I am critical of the current design “Plan A”, which in my opinion is a rush to over-design
Langdon Park, which is a unique vest-pocket park that dictates, by virtue of its
location above the lakefront, its own aesthetic limitations for a ‘tot-lot design’. The
idea that a cookie-cutter ‘tot-lot’ design solution using an oversize layout, same
materials, colors and equipment like other Wilmette parks is a mediocre design
strategy. The Plan A design would stamp out the limited green space in Langdon
with obtrusive elements suggesting a vast rubberized lava field, which I believe has
happened with the same design application at Wilmette’s small Forest Park (see
photos below as a reminder).
I would implore the Board to slow down, take a breath and review the unique
characteristics of a Langdon Park design improvement, again. I understand the
need to improve the playground and equipment as our community of local children
is growing. But I believe that both the children and our community would benefit far
more with a ’softer’ contoured park design--no concrete walks, no rubberized pads
--using naturally-colored, pervious surface materials in scale with the beauty and
small confines of Langdon Park.
Clear communication of design options is important to our residents at this stage,
and using more 3D color computer drawings from different viewpoints around the
park might help our citizens interpret and understand-- what the final result will look
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like before construction begins and we are left with unfortunate urbanized results in
perpetuity. The modest cost of additional 3D computer drawings would be an
important investment to insure agreement and acceptance by your community of
any physical change to our Langdon Park.
—Dean Lindsay
808 Chestnut Ave
Wilmette IL 60091
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
FW: Support for Plan A- Langdon Park Renovation
Tuesday, August 21, 2018 3:13:04 PM

From: Amy Wolfe
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2018 3:11 PM
To: Stephen Wilson <swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Fwd: Support for Plan A- Langdon Park Renovation

Begin forwarded message:
From: Jennifer Yasiejko <jyasiejko@gmail.com>
Subject: Support for Plan A- Langdon Park Renovation
Date: August 21, 2018 at 2:31:11 PM CDT
To: <awolfe@wilpark.org>, <babbott@wilpark.org>,
<sfoster@wilpark.org>, <jolvany@wilpark.org>, <swilson@wilpark.org>
Dear Wilmette Parks & Recreation Committee,
I am a resident at 935 Yale Street in Wilmette, and I am writing to voice my support of the
proposed Plan A for the Langdon Park renovation. I believe that the updated park would be
a great asset to our community and all members would benefit from renewal and
revitalization of the park.
There are many reasons why this renovation is a great benefit to our community, including:
· There are no parks with swings north of Central and east of the train tracks
· The park as it exists today is dilapidated and unsafe
· The sand and wooden structure attract bugs and wildlife
· The current park is not ADA compliant
· New benches and seating would allow all members of the community,
regardless of age, to sit and enjoy the park and views
· Smooth ADA compliant walkways would allow for those with wheelchairs and
walkers to easily access the park
· Many residents have voiced choosing Wilmette because of the park district and
proximity to the lake. Having a nice park would be a positive impact to the
neighborhood and attract home buyers for those looking to sell their homes
· Plan A is designed to incorporate equipment into the current footprint and all
equipments is zoned safely for the space provided
· Funding for Plan A has already been allocated and approved so we should move
forward as planned for a timely completion
· Equipment and surfaces have already been selected which are known for their
durability, low total cost of ownership, safety and are aesthetically acceptable
My family visits the local parks throughout Wilmette every week and we would value the
addition of another safe and attractive park in our community. The beautiful and family
friendly outdoor spaces are one of the many reasons we chose to move to Wilmette.
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Best Regards,
Jennifer Yasiejko
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen Wilson
Libby Baker; Kathy Bingham; Jerry Ulrich
Fwd: Langdon Park
Wednesday, August 22, 2018 8:15:15 PM

Steve Wilson
Executive Director
Wilmette Park District
847-256-9617
-------- Original message -------From: Ann Norwood <annmarie.norwood@gmail.com>
Date: 8/22/18 8:09 PM (GMT-06:00)
To: Amy Wolfe <awolfe@wilpark.org>, Bryan Abbott <babbott@wilpark.org>, Stephanie
Foster <sfoster@wilpark.org>, John Olvany <jolvany@wilpark.org>, Stephen Wilson
<swilson@wilpark.org>
Subject: Langdon Park
Hello Wilmette Parks & Recreation Committee,
I am a resident of Wilmette at 1028 Elmwood, and I am writing to voice my support of the proposed Plan
A for the Langdon Park renovation. My family and I moved to Wilmette about a year ago, in part, because
of all of beautiful parks for our children near our new home. We tried to play at Langdon Park last fall but
we were disappointed to find it unsafe for our little ones. We were very excited to hear that the park was
going to be renovated with safe surfaces and equipment including swings!
I will do my best to join the Parks and Rec committee meeting next week to voice my support and meet
some new community members.
Thank you,
Ann Norwood
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Memorandum

Date:

August 23, 2018

To:

Members of the Parks and Recreation Committee
Commissioner Bryan Abbott, Chair
Commissioner Stephanie Foster
Commissioner John Olvany

From:

Kathy Bingham

Cc:

Steve Wilson
Jerry Ulrich
Steve Holloway

Re:

Fitness Equipment Bid Recommendation

As part of our annual replacement plan for fitness equipment, we had budgeted for 4
upright bikes and 5 treadmills. After evaluating the condition of the equipment and the
needs of the Club, we went out to bid for 4 treadmills and 2 recumbent bikes. Attached
you will see the bid summary and bid recommendation.
While we are significantly under budget, we feel this equipment meets our needs, while
reserving some funds should we experience an unexpected breakdown.
Staff recommends the bid from Direct Fitness.

Page 1 of 1
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BID SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATION
Facility/Location:

Community Recreation Center

Fiscal Year:

2018

Cardio Equipment for Center Fitness Club
Item(s)/Work Bid: _______________________________________________________________
Wilmette Beacon
July 26, 2018
Notice Published In: ____________________________________________
Date: ___________
August 15, 2018
Bid Opening: ____________________

10:00 a.m.
______________

Date

Bid Requirements:
1. Deposit required for bid specifications?
2. Bid Bond required?
3. Certificate of Insurance required
4. Performance Bond required?
If yes, check type received: Bond

Location

Yes _____ No X
Amount: $___________
X
Yes
No
Amount: $ ___________
X
Yes _____
No
Yes _____ No
Certified Check ______ Cashier’s Check ______

Bidders:
1.

Community Recreation Center
________________________

Time

Total Recommended Bid Amount

See Attached

$ _____________

2.

$ _____________

3.

$ _____________

4.

$ _____________

5.

$

6.

$

Recommendation:
Vendor: Direct Fitness - Bid 1
Items/Work:

4 Treadmills, 2 Recumbent Bikes - including trade-in value

Did recommended bidder meet all requirements? Yes

X

No _____

If "No," explain: _________________________________________________________________

Budget:
Project Name

Budgeted Amount

70-11-100-5850

Actual Amount

$30,000

$19,680

$19,680

Total
Staff Member Making Recommendation:

Kathy C. Bingham, Superintendent of Recreation

August 27, 2018
Presented to Board of Park Commissioners: ______________________________

Date
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Memorandum

Date:

August 24, 2018

To:

Members of the Parks and Recreation Committee
Commissioner Bryan Abbott, Chair
Commissioner Stephanie Foster
Commissioner John Olvany

From:

Steve Wilson

Cc:

Kathy Bingham
Steve Holloway
Jerry Ulrich

Re:

Langdon Park Tot Lot Square Footage

Since the last Committee meeting, I have been asked by both Commissioners and
members of the public, questions about the square footage of the tot lot design for
Langdon Park. Below are square footage estimates calculated by 3D Design at my
request based on the questions I received:
•

Existing Sand Area = 1,750 sq/ft

•

Existing Sand and Grass Area Within Circular Pathway = 5,600 sq/ft

•

Original Tot Lot Using Today’s Fall Zone Requirements = 2,850 sq/ft

•

Current Design Using Today’s Fall Zone Requirements = 3,357 sq/ft

What this illustrates is that the sand area that exists today would not be enough square
footage to replace the original park design with the exact same equipment and
configuration. It would require an increase of 1,100 sq/ft, or 63%. Using the fall zone
requirements that exist today, the increase from the prior tot lot to the currently
proposed design would be 507 sq/ft, or 18%.
If you have any further questions, please let me know.
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Memorandum

Date:

August 24, 2018

To:

Members of the Parks and Recreation Committee
Commissioner Bryan Abbott, Chair
Commissioner Stephanie Foster
Commissioner John Olvany

From:

Steve Wilson

Cc:

Kathy Bingham
Steve Holloway
Jerry Ulrich

Re:

Langdon Park Tot Lot Bid Recommendation

The bids for the Langdon Park Tot Lot were opened at 11 am on August 23, 2018.
There were two responsive bidders as one bidder went to the wrong location and did
not make the bid opening.
The bids included a base bid to install the design approved by the Parks and Recreation
Committee in July. In addition, there were three alternates requested by the District that
the two bidders provided dollar amounts for. All three alternates were for different
materials for the walkway; decomposed granite, asphalt, and pavers.
Attached to this memo you will find a bid recommendation provided by 3D Design
outlining the results of the base bids and the impact of the various alternates. Their
recommendation is to select the lower bidder, Innovation Landscape, Inc. at a base bid
of $286,619.14.
When comparing the bid results to the budget for the project, we have to look at two
different budget items. First, the line item for this project is $200,000 and that is for
design fees, equipment and walkways. Second, in the ADA line item for the District, we
budget the surface under the equipment that makes the tot lot accessible to individuals
with disabilities. That line item has $200,000 for the year, and currently less than
$1,000 has been spent to date.
The design fees are approximately $10,000 for the project and the ADA surface is
$80,145 of the $286,620 bid amount. Therefore, after removing the ADA portion to be
paid from its intended budget line item, the remaining project costs, including the design
fees, is $216,475 as compared to a $200,000 budget, or, $16,475 above budget.
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If the Committee would like to value engineer the project to reduce it to below the
budgeted amount, some options are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•

Change Rubber Surface to Synthetic Turf – Save $28,100
Reduce Walkways by Eliminating Loop Extending Towards Bluff – Save $20,520
Omit Trex Screen Fence around porta potties (provide an in-house solution
instead) – Save $9,240
Provide Park Benches from Current Inventory – Save $7,130
Omit 2 Porch Swings along Bluff – Save $4,012

Staff will be present to discuss the bid results, the options listed above, as well as
facilitate the Committee’s discussion regarding any other value engineering options they
would like to suggest.
If you have any questions, please let me know.
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3D D E S I G N S TUD I O
August 23, 2018
Jerry Ulrich
Wilmette Park District
3555 Lake Ave.
Wilmette, IL 60091
Re:

Langdon Park Renovation Project

Dear Jerry,
Today, two (2) bids were received for the Langdon Park Renovation Project.
following outlines a summary of the bids:

The

LANGDON PARK RENOVATION PROJECT
BID SUMMARY:
Contractor
Innovation Landscape, Inc.
Hacienda Landscaping, Inc.

Base Bid
$286,619.14
$300,019.00

Alt. #1
($1,050.82)
($5,040.00)

Alt. #2
($1,050.82)
($2,298.00)

Alt. #3
$42,394.80
$41,160.00

We have worked with Innovation Landscape in the past and have found them to be a
reliable and reputable contractor. Therefore, it is our recommendation that the
Wilmette Park District award the Langdon Park Renovation Project Contract to
Innovation Landscape for the Base Bid in the amount of $286,619.14.
I look forward to getting started on the construction of this important park project. If
you have any questions please feel free to give me a call.
Very truly yours,

Daniel D. Dalziel, PLA, ASLA
Principal

529 BARRON BOULEVARD
(847) 223-1891 PHONE
W E B S I T E : W W W .3 D D E S I G N S T U D I O . C O M

GRAYSLAKE, ILLINOIS 60030
(847) 223-1892 FAX
E M A I L : I N F O @3 D D E S I G N S T U D I O . C O M
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